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tithes, which I understand will be thrown out by the Com-
mons. Our session draws near an end, and everybody is
tired of it.

WILL. DUBLIN,

CXXVL \HawkeswortK\

ARCHBISHOP KING TO SWIFT

October '31, 1711.

TO-DAY we had another hearing at Council, concerning
Mr. Higgins's business.1 Some of his witnesses were exam-
ined. So far as we have yet heard, it does not appear to
me, that they have yet cleared him of tampering with wit-
nesses, shifting recognisances, or compounding felonies;
but, it Is said, these things are common in the country; and
perhaps that will save him. And I know not how far his
other witnesses, that are yet to be examined, may clear
him. The hearing lasted above three hours.2 I was unwill-
ing to make this packet too large, so I have enclosed the
other prints in another. I want some affidavits of gentle-
men, in which they depose Mr. Higgins's case to contain
many falsehoods.3 I am, etc.

WILL. DUBLIN.

CXXVII. {Hawkesworth.}

ARCHBISHOP KING TO SWIFT

Dublin, Nevem&er I, 1711*

REVEREND SIR,

I HAVE considered that part of your letter that relates
to your own concerns.4 I find you, in earnest, very indifferent

p. 294, n. 2.

There were further hearings on two subsequent days, and on the
question " whether Higgins should be continued in the commission
of the peace," seventeen of the Council voted in the affirmative, and six
in the negative. Politics rather than law ruled both the decision and
the proceedings, and the Archbishop, who voted In the minority,
seems to have been influenced by the view that the clergy were unfit
for civil offices, and were sufficiently occupied in discharging their
sacred functions.

3  Higgins's case and the affidavits are included in the pamphle
already cited.

4  Supra^ p. 291,n the middle of the session of that year, and Convocation
